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The phenomenon

Special interpretation: Aspectual Coercion / Aspect Shift
(Moens & Steedman 1988; de Swart 1998; Michaelis 2011, among many others)…

Ungrammatical: Aspectual Coercion Blocking



•
•
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1. Argument Licensing
Coercion vs.  Coercion Blocking

most straightforward
(works for (11b), (12b))

selectional restriction 
including Asp2P (for (13b))
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2. Distribution w.r.t. Asp10
Coercion vs.  Coercion Blocking

below Asp10, so works 
for (14b) and (15b)

requires Asp10, so 
(correctly) predicts 

compatibility
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3. Distribution w.r.t. v/Voice
Coercion vs.  Coercion Blocking
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Coercion vs.  Coercion Blocking

2 positions below little v (3 in all):
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Thank you!

ACB observations and suggestions for more 
little v/Voice diagnostics always welcome!

mailto:m.p.m.bogaards@hum.leidenuniv.nl
http://www.maartenbogaards.nl/
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